C HERD ‘FEATURE
THE TROTTENDEN HERD

Trottenden used to be a typical Wealden
farm with some 30 acres of hops, 50 acres
of topfruit, 30 acres of arable and the re-
mainder grass, some of which is on steep
banks against Goudhurst village. On the
grass were grazed a flock of some 125
ewes and about 20 beef cows of varying
backgrounds, with their followers which
were always by a Sussex bull. As was typ-

ical on hop farms, the principal pur-
pose of the cattle was to produce FYM for
the hops.

During the 80s and early 90s, the hops and apples were phased out and by 1996 the entire

acreage was grass. The buildings at Hammonds which used to contain 220 tons of fruit

storage and an insulated pack house are now let for light industry/storage. In winter 2001/2

some 14 acres were planted with mixed woodland to take advantage of the Woodland Grant
Schemes.

From the late sixties replacement cows were
all pedigree stock, purchased privately or at
the biannual sales. In 1972, when the Herd
Book was opened the non-pedigree cows
were inspected and nine female families were
accepted for registration and one of those
families, Terpsichore, still survives. It is in
fact the most successful line in the herd.
From that time unregistered stock were
phased out.
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Breeding policy has always been to improve the herd by the use of the best bull available at
— -~ - whatever the cost and only a few females
have been boughtin.

At the autumn Show & Sale in 1972 Boxted
Despot 7th, as winner of the junior bull class,
was purchased for 1050gns against an
average for the class 0of 427 gns. At that sale,
there were 44 bulls catalogued, but only
about half were actually sold.
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