Sussex cattle prove th

Sussex cattle have proved to be

the ideal breed to thrive and prosper
on the Titsey Estate in Surrey.

Jane Howard reports.

hen Bill Peters ar-
rived at Pitchfont,
the home farm to
Titsey Estate near
Oxted, Surrey, as
farm manager in 1986, the princi-
pal income came from 130 pedi-
gree Holstein cows, butin 2009 the
decision was taken to come out of
dairy and establish a suckler herd
which would run alongside an
increased arable enterprise.

Mr Peters, along with the estate
owner, David Innes, had to decide
which breed of beef cattle to buy. At
the time, most large, commercial
herds were using continental
breeds, with natives seen as aniche
market providing tastier beef but

economically difficult to justify on
any scale.

Butwith a great deal of low grade
grassland at Titsey, the increasing
likelihood of summer droughts in
the South East and lots of public
access across the land, a thrifty,
docile, self-sufficient breed which
would finish on far from perfect
pasture, seemed a more obvious
choice. And being in the South
East, the decision was made to go
with the local Sussex breed.

Despite having spent a lifetime
breeding and judging dairy cattle,
Mr Peters knew exactly what type
of suckler cow he was looking for in
his foundation stock.

He says: “I firmly believe in
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setting a goal and sticking to it. I
knew what I was looking for and
one of the main reasons for choos-
ing the Sussex was I knew [ would
have a good selection of cows, heif-
ers and bulls to choose from.

Leaner

“Mention Sussex to most farmers
who have not seen them and they
think of small dark cattle and fat
heifers, but in recent years there
has been a great deal of breed
development and today the mod-
ern Sussex cow is much longer and
leaner -1 only need them fat on the
day they go to market.

“I wanted a cow with a good
topline, a good carry in the udder
and a quiet temperament. And
down the line T also wanted longev-
ity as a long breeding life reduces
the depreciation on each animal
and impacts on the bottom line.

“Having her first calf at three, I
would expect each cow to deliver
me 10 calves without issue, after
that, they only return to the bull if

they are still producing and raising
good strong calves but there are
plenty of cows in the yard right now
doing just that.”

Today there are 120 pedigree
breeding Sussex cows and four stock
bulls at Titsey. Two-thirds calve in
spring and the rest in autumn,
though with a growing customer
base requiring year-round beef, this
split will likely even out in the future.

One bull goes in with the maiden
heifers in May and then other bulls
are turned out in groups with the
spring-calved cows and their calves
in June. They graze extensively and
stay outside until the weather
turns, usually in November, when
they all come in and get weaned.

At this point most of the bull
calves are castrated, with about 10
kept entire which are reviewed
again in spring and either kept
to sell on as breeding bulls or fat-
tened as bull beef.

All the males are fed ad-lib grass
and maize silage with supplementary
rolled barley, and stay housed until
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1eir commercial worth

tsey Estate facts

B 084, s sripof land across
he frmvaspurchased for the
oconstruction of tha M25, induding
a saable plotto buld Clackeat
Lana Sanvicas nsar Junction S
Jitone of e many events inthe
long history of an estae first
recardad in 1934

Win 079 Tssy vas estabished
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Inrecent years
there has been
agreat deal

of breed
development
BILL PETERS

asa private chaitable wust

for the public good and =oon
after public acoass was gramed
B Pichfort, tha home farm of tha
astate & W1 hactres (350 aoreas)
of pemanan grass and 8 furher
12ha (300 acres) of arable,
manly milling whes, feed

barley and maize

they are [atand ready for skyughter.
The heifer cales over-winter on
good quality forage and are tumed
outaganthe following sprng.

Spring-calving

The two-year-old spring-calving
herfers are over wintered on ad4ib
hay. They calve in March, a manth
before the cows, which ensures
they getcloseattention.

Mr Peters says: “One of the great
thangs about Sussexcattieisthey are
exsycalvers. Last vearwe calved 150
head. We had to help nmaybe half a
dazen heders, but thecows will gen
erally just get an wath it by them-
sehves. And should we get prablens
it susually down o the chosceal bull
and we will move these on o that
proves 1 bethecase.”

There arecurrently four pedigree
bulls at Tasey, Goldswone Pall Duke
4, Galdstone Regent 4, Elbndge Ex
deavour 3 and Chapel Poll Adnural
Although he 8 a firm behever that
pallad stock s the way forward, Me

Peters alio behevesthat selecting on
asingle trant 8 a mstake 23 nany of
thebestSussex bulks are sull homed.
He & also of the opansan thatitpays
to spend maney for the best -are
cent purchase was G,000gns. Mast
are bought at two and sold a six
when they stll have resdualvalue.

Finished

The 2im 13 ta see 100 anima ks a year
keaving the farm as fmshed cattde
with the rest bemg kKept a3 replace-
menss ar saldas beeadngsod. They
are fmshed a1 1524 months, amung
far a 320-350kg U4 carcass killmg
outaround 57 per cent.

Mr Peters s aware they will haw
greater fat covening thanthat required
by the supermaarket trade, buthesays
buschersm ths partaf the waorkl want
it and know how toburcherSussex.

Bullocks are taken to slaugver at
Totungworth Farm, a small
fanly-owned abattairat Heathfield,
chasen for their attention © detail
I'he Outwood Butchers, a local
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mdependent, had not cansidered
selhng Sussex beef before Mr Peters
knocked at therr doar, butnow they
okea bullockewery fartag e

In additian, Steve Canishee, of
F. Comsbee and San, believed to
be the second oldest butcher in
the country, also akes some to
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supplement hs own hame-bred
Sussex.

He says “TheSussex gnes depth
of flavour, conssten tly marbhing
well, and is a good conventer of
grass and forage. | find the anima ks
never cut a5 faras they look; you
have to gnore the fat deposits at
the talhead and besket.

“If they were an Angus eross Jook-
mg tharfar, they would beover fat but
thatisnat the case far the Sussex™

Home-grown

There s alko a popular pub on the
Titsey Estate whach only sells
home-grown beef and any spares
20 through the fat rng ar Hal sham
market, where they are currently
being sald n excess of £2 kg,

Thas year the Titsey herd was
Judged by Aberdeen-Angus breed-
er Angus Stovold a3 the averall
champion in the annual Sussex
Cattle Sace ty herd competstion.

The Sussex gives
depth of flavour,
consistently
marbling well and
is agood converter
of grass and forage
STEVE CONISBEE

Hesays: “lmade Tasey the cham-
pian abovethesnall and intermedi-
ate herd wmnners, because all the
cows were a type with good strue-
ture, ket and udders. And the sys
temwarks. Finshed ssock and bulls
are sald Jocally and they demon-
strate that the Susiex breed canbe
success fully farmed commeraally.”

The Sussex Cattle Society

B The frst officid recording of
Sussaxcaves iadaad B40and
thea Sussax Catde Sodaty was
estabished in 878

W Today thave ara more than 2 500

braading cows registerad and
whiamaost of he B2 hads aain
the south~eastof tha UK thay ae
found fom Cormdlto

Nor thumbea rland

B As tha numbers of regissared
heeds grow, he socisyis dways
badngatways © improve the
braed from & commercid point
of view &t tha same time a2
recogrisingtha impananca

of mamaning a register of
vaditionallines
B Tha Sussex Cade Sodety
& tha first 1o offer its mambers
fea socess wodlof Signeds
Baabreadar racording sandoas.
Easy onlina data enry fram
braaders wil bausad © assess
he parformanoa of the cow and
buls and will ba usafulto highlght
e bast rais of tha Sussax
raed. For axamge, weighing
oows &t weaning Sme will highlight
heaffciancy of heSussaxasa
suckier cow dasignad to thrive
on low input forage



